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Church Family, 
 

We all know it’s far to easy too get caught up in the festivities of Christmas 
with all the bright lights, gifts, and holiday distractions. We all enjoy these 
seasonal joys but they don’t sustain the soul like the Word of God. 
 

We wanted to help prepare your hearts for Christmas this year so we 
created this Advent devotional for you and your family. 
 

Advent is a time of preparation. The word “advent” actually comes from the 
Latin word “adventus” and means “coming” or “arrival”. Advent not only 
prepares us spiritually for Christmas (Jesus’ first coming), but also for his 
second coming.  
 

Each week, we will introduce two scripture readings that our writers will 
dive into. We encourage you and your family to find and read these 
passages in your bible. Then each day, take 5 minutes to read through 
heartwarming stories, inspirational verses, and Biblical teaching from the 
members and staff of Lake Magdalene United Methodist Church.  
 

Our prayer is for you to be encouraged to consider the true joy of 
Christmas, help you cut through the distractions, and focus your soul on the 
miracle of Christmas: Immanuel, God with us! 
  

Come along with us this Advent season. 
 
Blessings, 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Blagg 
Director of Discipleship and Missions 

       WELCOME & HOW TO 





WEEK 1: HOPE  
 
 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READING 
Matthew 24:36-44 
Romans 13:11-14 

 



KEEP AWAKE 
Written by: Pastor Brent Byerman 

 
But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father….  So you also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 
 

Matthew 24:36,44 
 
The first Sunday of Advent sets the tone for the season by looking forward 
to the second coming of Jesus Christ. Through the Scripture passages we 
read and the tradition of lighting the Advent wreath candles, Christians are 
called to re-orient themselves to a mindset of watching and waiting for 
Christ’s return. At the same time, we are called to evaluate our lives on the 
basis of Christ’s first coming. 
 

The entire Gospel message focuses on how Jesus came for the first time as 
a babe in Bethlehem and how He is coming a second time to complete His 
redemptive work of a new heaven and earth.   
 

Whenever I reflect on the return of Jesus, I remember those in my circle of 
family and friends who might be fearful about the whole subject of the 
second coming  because they don’t know Him.   
 

For those of us who do know Him, one way we who do know Him can 
prepare for His coming again is to include these folks in our daily prayers 
asking the Lord to draw them to Himself so they too can know him and 
celebrate with us, from his first coming at Christmas to his coming again 
someday.  Let’s commit to including these names in our daily prayers this 
Advent season. 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Father, thank you for your amazing grace in sending Jesus to find us when 
we were lost.  We ask you to bring your grace to the people whose names 
we lift up to you this day.  Amen. 

       DAY 1: NOVEMBER 27TH 



ALWAYS BE READY FOR JESUS 
Written by: Paul & Ibi Griffith 

 
This past October, Ibi’s parents immigrated to the United States and we 
were very excited for them to arrive.  We worked hard to have the house 
clean and to welcome them warmly to the United States.  We knew the date 
of their arrival and worked towards it as we prepared. 
 

Ibi’s sister and family (Isel, Elio, and Habib) arrived in late September. Their 
situation was different and we didn’t know when they would arrive. We 
wanted them to feel the same warm welcome as her parents, but it was 
more challenging as we couldn’t plan toward a specific date.  We had to 
keep the house clean each day and be ready to receive them on very short 
notice. 
 

God does not desire us to simply “clean up our act” in the days or weeks 
before He arrives. God’s desire is for us to live our lives every day in a way 
that pleases Him.  This, of course, is more difficult…but it makes our lives 
much better.  We are able to enjoy the fruits of “clean living” every single 
day when we live this way. 
 

This “clean living,” however, is not a burden for us (like how keeping your 
house clean every day might feel!).  When we recognize the love God has for 
us and how He freely gave His son Jesus for us, our hearts are changed and 
we have a desire to please Him. 
 

The key to clean living on a daily basis is a clean heart.  The secret to a clean 
heart is living every day, every moment, in gratitude and joy for all of the 
wonderful gifts God has given us.   
 

The absolute greatest gift God ever gave us is Jesus. Jesus gave his life in 
exchange for ours.  No one can ever take that away from us.  Therefore, no 
one can ever steal our gratitude and joy. 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Lord, come soon.  Help me to always live in gratitude and joy for everything 
you’ve done for me. Thank you for your Son, Jesus, who saved me from my 
sin. Let me always be ready for your wonderful and glorious return. Amen. 

       DAY 2: NOVEMBER 28TH 



Illustrations by Samuel Miller and Cade Valerius 



BEATING THE DEADLINE 
Written by: Dr. Samuel Kwok 

 
We are all living in a very busy world. Sometimes we work so much that we 
forget God has given us a purpose in life. It is to bring glory to our Heavenly 
Father, worship Him with our whole hearts, and share the Gospel with 
those around us. I must admit that I have missed many opportunities for 
not sharing the hope, love, joy, and peace of God with my relatives and 
friends. I pray that my actions have not been stumbling blocks to the people 
around me. 
 
Today's reading from Matthew reminds us that Jesus will be back any time! 
The scripture tells us that only the Father knows that time, and even the 
angels in heaven, nor Jesus himself know. Wow! 
 
The deadline is near, but none of us knows it. This means we have to use 
this precious moment to spread the Good News to the people around 
us. Don't let the deadline arrive without them hearing the Good News! 
 
One way we spread the Good News is by inviting our families, relatives, 
friends, neighbors, and strangers to participate in our church events and 
worship services, especially during this Christmas season. Let us beat this 
invisible deadline! 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your Beloved Son, Jesus, to 
redeem our sins in this world. Help us to use suitable words and ways to 
invite people to know You. Give us the courage and wisdom to share your 
salvation plan. In His name, Amen.  

       DAY 3: NOVEMBER 29TH 



WHAT DOES HOPE LOOK LIKE? 
Written by: Hilary Rain 

 
Christmas is coming! If you have been in any stores, the coming of 
Christmas has been reflected in the decorations and gift ideas since August. 
The children will start to write their letter to Santa soon (or at least make 
sure Mum and Dad know what they want). Christmas trees went up the day 
after Thanksgiving, the decorations came out of storage and the count 
down to winter break has begun.  
 

But the anticipation of Christmas means more than a single night of Santa 
Claus delivering presents and a morning of laughter, ripping paper, and 
squeals of delight. This period of Advent is a time of reflection of the first 
and second coming of Jesus Christ. This week’s scripture tells us to be ready 
for the coming of Christ. It calls for us to behave decently and to be what 
Christ calls us to be. We aren’t left there with just the hard work of being a 
Christian though - we have hope. 
 

What does hope look like for you? Do you hope that what you want is under 
the Christmas tree? Do you hope that what you bought for your spouse will 
be liked? Do you hope that the dinner won’t be burned? Do you hope that 
the family will all behave as they gather to celebrate the holiday? 
 

What does hope look like for me, personally? My family had the blessing of 
a new life in August. As I hold my new granddaughter I see the bright light of 
hope reflected in her beautiful sleeping face.  I see her life ahead 
surrounded by her loving family and the promises of our Lord. I see the 
baby born over 2000 years ago whose sacrifice gives us our HOPE. 
 

Enjoy Christmas whether it is quietly or loudly filled with squeals, upturned 
desserts, and family debates. But also take the time to thank our Lord and 
dwell in him. 
 
Today’s Prayer 
 

Dear Lord, thank you for your Son, and for the love you have for your 
children. Please help us to behave decently and remember as your children 
what we are called to do. In your precious name, Amen. 

       DAY 4: NOVEMBER 30TH 



NO ONE KNOWS THE HOUR, ARE YOU READY? 
Written by: Steve & Linda Livingston 

 
As Christians, Advent is supposed to be a joyous time for celebrating the 
birth of Christ and His long-awaited return, but our hardened hearts have 
managed to go astray, like lost sheep.  
 

Sadly, for most of us, the Advent season has become more about our 
regular daily routines and a worldly view of the Christmas season, losing 
sight of Him. So, the question we all need to ask ourselves is, if He returned 
or we were called home in the next five minutes, are we ready to meet Him? 
The Bible tells us to be ready at all times because we never know what the 
future has in store for us. We never know when the hour will come.  
 

Five years ago, the Sunday following Thanksgiving, we learned of a tragic car 
accident killing our son and daughter-in-law. Three years later at the same 
time of the year, Linda was diagnosed with a serious illness. We felt a sense 
of injustice when these negative events happened. We wanted an answer to 
the question, why did you let this happen, especially during the Christmas 
season? 
 

Both our loss and Linda's illness came without warning, but we no longer 
believe it was without purpose. These life-changing events drew our family 
closer together, revealed true love from our closest friends, and gave us an 
opportunity to make new friends.  
 

We may not know the hour or the day any event will happen, but we have 
faith that God will be with us. We have faith in His greater plan for us and 
hope in our future because we know that the true meaning of Advent points 
us to His love and His second coming.  
 
Today’s Prayer 
 

Thank you, Father, for loving us and sacrificing your Son for us so that we 
could live. Forgive us when we complain about our circumstances and 
events of our daily lives. Help us to see when bad things happen, even if we 
don't know why, that you will give us hope and courage to complete 
whatever you have planned for us. Amen. 

           DAY 5: DECEMBER 1ST 



STAY AWAKE 
Written by: Katie & Brady Lanigan (12th Grade) 

 
Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men 
keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch and pray so that you 
will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  
 

Matthew 26:40-41 
 
We remember as kids trying to stay awake in order to see Santa Claus and 
his reindeer. We would make plans to do everything we could to quietly stay 
awake, so Mom and Dad wouldn’t tell us to go to sleep.  Every year we really 
tried but as the night went on, we became distracted and sleepy, and soon 
after, we would fall asleep outside our beds. 
 

In Matthew 26, Jesus took his disciples to a place called Gethsemane to 
spend some time in prayer. As He prayed, Jesus experienced a grief and 
sadness such as He’d never known in His earthly life. He asked Peter, James, 
and John to stay awake to pray and “keep watch” with Him but they fell 
asleep. Their failure to watch and pray would leave them defenseless when 
the real temptation of denying Him came calling. 
 

It is easy to look back at the disciples and wonder why they were not able to 
stay awake with Jesus, but were they much different than us? They, like us, 
were weary, tired, and distracted.  So how do we “Stay Awake” and make 
sure we are ready for Christ’s return? 
 

We think another way of saying “stay awake” is “stay alert”. Staying alert is 
about being ready for anything. Staying alert is understanding what we may 
face and having a plan to conquer difficulties. For us, prayer is the answer 
to staying alert. Jesus was praying and stayed awake.  Prayer is also our way 
to stay awake.  
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Dear Lord, help us as we continue through this season of Advent that we 
stay awake for you. Help remind us that prayer is our answer, our 
connection to you. Remind us the answer is to confide in you when things 
get difficult. Remind us that the Joy we get from you is the answer.  We love 
you and ask all these things in your son Jesus’ precious name.  Amen. 

       DAY 6: DECEMBER 2ND 



X-RAYS, FLOWERS, AND FROZEN WATER 
Written by: Paul Kralovanec 

 
No one knows what tomorrow will bring. You know you have a doctor’s 
appointment, a friend’s wedding to attend, or a spring break skiing vacation 
already planned. However, you don’t know what the doctor will find on the x
-ray, who will catch the bouquet, or if there will be snow. No matter how 
much planning you do, you can’t possibly know how all the details will work 
out.  
 

What you can do is, be prepared. Be prepared, but don’t fret if you need a 
cast because the bone is broken. Be prepared, but know if you don’t catch 
the bouquet, your turn will come. Be prepared, but take enough layers to 
handle different weather.  
 

How can we be prepared for everything? It’s helpful to know that God know 
all the answers. He has taught us to be prepared. If we live the way He 
wants us to live and trust that if you live your life according to His word, our 
life and all those little details will unfold the right way. 
 

There are several definitions for the word “hope”, including “a feeling of 
trust”. Trust is not easy. Trust is hard when the person you are trusting isn’t 
right there in front of you. God is right there. God shows up in many ways. 
Maybe that cast gives you a reason to not go to that party that you want to 
avoid. Not catching the bouquet might be because the person that did, just 
asked God for a sign that their date to the wedding is their forever person. 
Not having good snow keeps you from embarrassing yourself in front of 
your friends.  
 

Or … maybe there wasn’t a broken bone, you did go to the party, met your 
soulmate, caught the bouquet, and had a great spring break trip where you 
got engaged. Be Prepared! Trust in God! Have Hope! 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

I pray for you, your family, and friends to have Hope in this advent season. I 
pray for you to trust in God’s word, and I pray for you to be prepared for the 
day He returns. Amen. 

           DAY 7: DECEMBER 3RD 





WEEK 2: LOVE  
 
 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READING 
Matthew 3:1-12 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

 



PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD 
Written by: Pastor Brent Byerman 

 
“In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and 
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is he who was 
spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.” 

Matthew: 3:1-3 
 
The primary meaning of the word “repent” is to change direction. The 
assumption is that in our lives as a whole or in some areas of our lives we 
may at times be going in the wrong direction doing life our way rather than 
God’s way. To repent means the need to turn around and go in the Lord’s 
direction.   
 

John the Baptist always shows up in the Advent readings on the second 
Sunday. He challenges us to ask ourselves what in our lives needs changing, 
particularly in the light of the coming of the Lord.   
 

Therefore, may our prayer today and throughout this season be “Lord show 
us any areas of our lives where you want us to change direction. Show us 
where we are trying to run a part of our lives by ourselves without your help 
and leading.“   
 

Let’s start this week asking the Holy Spirit to show us any changes He would 
have us make as we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ first coming and as we get 
ready for His coming again. 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Lord, we ask you to show us rough areas you want to smooth out in our 
lives.  Specifically this week, we ask you to show us anyone whom we need 
to forgive as you have forgiven us.  Amen.  

       DAY 8: DECEMBER 4TH 



THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD 
Written by: Matthew Burge 

 
“The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him — 

a Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
a Spirit of counsel and strength, 

a Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.” 
Isaiah 11:2 CSB 

 
This is God’s prophecy concerning the coming Savior, Jesus. God speaks not 
only of His coming, but of how He will enable Jesus to live out His calling on 
earth. May we realize that through Jesus, we have the same Spirit dwelling 
within us to empower us to live for Him. “The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus 
from the dead, lives in you.” (Romans 8:11) Therefore let us take comfort in 
knowing that Jesus, through the same Holy Spirit, will also lead us. 
 

God gave Jesus “a Spirit of wisdom and understanding.” If we feel as though 
we don’t know where to turn or what to do, let us remind ourselves that 
Jesus will give us the direction that we need, for He says, “When the Spirit of 
truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth.” (John 16:13) 
 

God gave Jesus “a Spirit of counsel and strength.” When the difficulties of 
this life abound and threaten to overwhelm, Jesus will guide us through and 
uphold and strengthen us, for it is written, “God is our refuge and strength, 
a helper who is always found in times of trouble.” (Psalms 46:1) Jesus is also 
called, “Wonderful Counselor.” (Isaiah 9:6) 
 

God gave Jesus “a Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.” 
Although the ways in which God calls us to live go against everything the 
world stands for, Jesus has given us everything we need to live for Him, for 
it is written, “His divine power has given us everything required for life and 
godliness through the knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and 
goodness.” (2 Peter 1:3) 
 

Rest in these truths today, friend, and be of good cheer! 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Jesus, thank You for giving us the greatest gift we could ever receive: Your 
Holy Spirit. Lead us into all truth this day and every day, and may we rest in 
Your simple truths that You have given us. In Your Name, Amen. 

           DAY 9: DECEMBER 5TH 



Illustrations by George Lawson, Sabine Brakhage, and Obadiah VanDeman 



PREPARING OUR HEARTS, LORD, TO RECEIVE YOU 
Written by: Bob & Melissa McNamara 

 
“How can we better prepare this Advent season, for Jesus to come more 
lovingly into our lives and our relationships with others?”  
 

Jesus came to restore our relationship with God, our Heavenly Father, and 
to fulfill His vision that we would live more fully in love, peace, justice, 
dignity, freedom and abundance with God and one another. Who better to 
guide us to prepare our hearts this year to receive YOU, LORD Jesus, than 
John the Baptist who courageously stepped out in faith to “prepare the way” 
for Your coming (Matthew 3:1-3)?  
 

John’s focus was very different than others. Instead of focusing upon 
himself, he chose to focus upon preparing people for Jesus’ coming. He 
loved Jesus infinitely more than himself, and he humbly and obediently 
fulfilled God’s plan for Jesus and His people. 
 

So how can we become more like John the Baptist this Advent season? 
Perhaps we could set aside some quiet time, daily, to truly hear God’s voice 
– through reading, praying, and talking with one another about Jesus. Upon 
hearing God’s voice, we could choose to faithfully step out, like John the 
Baptist, to share the truly GOOD NEWS of Jesus’ coming.  
 

How else can we show God’s LOVE towards others, as we continue to 
prepare our hearts for His coming?  
 

Perhaps we could show our love by: 
 

 Saying a kind word to someone each day 
 Helping around our home or cleaning our room 
 Inviting a friend (old or new) to church 
 Generously donating to those in need (food, toys, clothing) 
 Volunteering on a church or school project 
 Helping our neighbors (yardwork, cleaning) 
 Visiting with those who may be lonely or hurting this Advent season 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

LORD Jesus, help us to be different, to be more like YOU, this Advent 
season. To prepare our hearts to see and to hear YOU more clearly, to 
respond more lovingly to our hurting brothers and sisters, to truly be 
changed. Amen! 

         DAY 10: DECEMBER 6TH 



ANTICIPATION 
Written by: Doug Johnson 

 
If you would have asked me eight years ago what Advent was, I would have 
had no clue. I came from a Baptist background that primarily focused on 
two of the biggest Christian days of the year, Christmas and Easter. 
However, after being on staff here at LMUMC since 2014, I have grown to 
appreciate and love the liturgical calendar. Now Advent is one of my favorite 
times of the year.  
 

As I’m sure all you good Methodists know, Advent is a time of remembering 
the anticipation of God’s people for the coming Messiah (Jesus) but also 
waiting as we prepare our hearts and lives for the second coming of Christ.  
 

During Advent, I often think about all that God’s people endured from 
generation to generation because of their sin, and their longing and waiting 
for their Deliverer. Although they were disobedient and far from God, his 
love was unfailing and his covenant promise to King David stood true (2 
Samuel 7). After countless warnings from God through His prophets, and 
because of their own doing, King David’s family line would be but a remnant 
like a once mighty tree cut down to a stump that would barely survive. As 
the prophet Isaiah prophesied in Isaiah 11:1-10, that stump would bring 
forth new life. This shoot would become the Root of Jesse, the Messiah, the 
expected king of the Davidic line who would deliver Israel from bondage, 
restore peace, and rule forever.  
 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God was indeed the long-awaited Messiah, whose 
life, ministry, sacrificial death on the cross, and resurrection, would make a 
way for all believers to be delivered from the bondage of sin and have 
eternal life. The one who will return in his second coming will restore 
everlasting peace and shall reign forever and ever. 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Father in Heaven, this Advent season we remember the anticipation of your 
people for their Deliverer. Thank you for your unfailing love in sending us 
the promised Messiah, your one and only Son, the Savior of the world. My 
prayer Lord is that all come to know you and the love, forgiveness, and 
mercy that is in Christ Jesus this holiday season. We now await your 
triumphant return. Come, Lord Jesus Come. Amen. 

       DAY 11: DECEMBER 7TH 



WHAT ARE YOU PREPARING FOR? 
Written by: Angela Doran 

 
Even though the countdown for Christmas begins earlier and earlier each 
year, I tend to be one of those people who wait until the last minute. 
Because I wait too long to get everything done, I tend to be a bit 
disappointed by the final outcome. Presents aren’t wrapped as beautifully 
as I’d like; I don’t get that final gift shipped in time; and Christmas cards are 
always sent a bit late. I always wish for just a few more days to get 
everything prepared. 
 

As I think about why this happens each year, it becomes very clear that I 
don’t feel prepared because I have been focusing on the wrong 
preparation.  
 

Don’t get me wrong, I will always love to decorate for Christmas and l love 
the time together with friends and family.  But first and foremost, my focus 
needs to be on the reason we celebrate - Jesus. 
 

I need to take a lesson from John the Baptist and his preparation for the 
coming King. There were no fancy outfits or food (I’ve often wondered why 
Scripture includes what John wore and ate) but the message was loud and 
clear. His message led to confessions of sin and to baptisms. He prepared 
the way by telling everyone who was coming, “But someone is coming soon 
who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m not worthy even to be 
his slave and carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire.” 
 

So, this year I will begin my Christmas preparation not with a tree and 
shopping but with prayer, time in the Scripture, and telling others about 
Jesus. By doing this, I am preparing my heart for what this season is about 
and, once my heart is prepared, the rest will all fall into place.  
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Lord Jesus, help us to prepare for what truly matters. Help us not only to 
prepare for Christmas but for your glorious return. Draw us closer to each 
other and to you. Amen. 

        DAY 12: DECEMBER 8TH 



Written by: Courtney & Elliott Geoghegan 
 
Let’s start at the truth, and the rather amazing concept that all scripture is 
God-breathed.  The entire Bible is the word, and the precise answer, directly 
from God.  This guides us and makes it rather clear how we are supposed to 
live our lives in order to glorify God in all aspects.  I always like to pause for 
a moment when I read passages in the Bible to think and meditate on this 
God-breathed truth. 
 

As you read in Matthew 3:1-12, John the Baptist is baptizing people and 
preparing the way for the Messiah.  It’s very interesting if you go back and 
read a little about the history of John the Baptist you will see his amazing 
life mission.  His sole and important mission was to prepare the way for the 
Messiah. 
 

We spend a lot of time in our house preparing for Christmas.  It is usually a 
multi-day affair that involves about 14 plastic storage containers from the 
garage packed to the brim with Christmas decorations.  
(We also have two Christmas trees. I am not sure why we need two, but I 
will direct your inquiry to Courtney please) I am happy to say, usually after 
my 45 minutes of manual labor to bring them into the house, Courtney, 
Hadley, and Hudson do the set up throughout the house.  
 

This got me to thinking about how our family can make a conscious and 
deliberate effort to prepare our hearts this Christmas season for the 
celebration of the Messiah.  Just as we make such an effort to decorate our 
house, we must also demonstrate and make that same effort in our minds 
and hearts.  We will be making time to sit quietly in prayer concentrating on 
God’s gift of Christ to the world, and to each of us; thinking about how we 
can prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate and accept Christ into the 
world and all of the blessings God has given us; and encouraging others to 
do the same, making a conscious and deliberate effort in our hearts. 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Dear Lord, Let us concentrate and open our hearts as we prepare for the 
coming of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Let us truly think about Christ coming to 
earth and His sacrifice which gives us eternal life.  Let us celebrate His 
coming, and use this as an opportunity to tell others of our Messiah.  We 
thank you Lord for all the blessings you give us, and let us never forget that 
all good things come from you Lord. Let us love one another and 
demonstrate Christ’s love for us every day. Amen. 

       DAY 13: DECEMBER 9TH 



Written by: Darla & Dale Hoffman 
 
In Matthew 3:1-12, John baptized with water, but Jesus will baptize with the 
Holy Spirit of God.  What does this mean? Well, John’s baptism was symbolic 
of inward change. The baptism was not the change itself.  The power was 
what took place in the heart.  John says that the Holy Spirit of God brings 
real change to the heart; Jesus will bring the actual power.  
 

John the Baptist came to point people to the coming of Jesus, to point 
people to true repentance, and to point people to the work of Jesus.  Might 
his coming impact us and the way we live?  May we point to the coming of 
Jesus, to true repentance, and to the work of Jesus.  
 

At times, we all experience things that are hard to understand. But faith is 
simple.  When we put our faith in Jesus, God sees the goodness of Jesus in 
our lives, not our sin.  This is how God is able to forgive us.  When troubles 
seem overwhelming, we can run straight to God.  Can you think of a time 
that you leaned on God and he heard your prayers?  Sometimes his 
answers aren’t exactly how we expect it, but they end up helping us in many 
ways. God gave us the gift of Jesus who makes all things right in His way.   
 

The Christmas season reminds us of God’s power that lives in all of us.  That 
power drives us a bit harder during the holidays to serve others. We don’t 
think it’s an accident that people feel more generous and forgiving during 
the Christmas season. We believe that this is God’s power at work in all of 
us, guiding us to do our best with the gifts He has provided us.   
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

God, thank you for helping us find our purpose as individuals and as a 
family, in loving and serving you.  We pray that you continue to guide our 
hearts so that we can be strong in faith. Amen. 

       DAY 14: DECEMBER 10TH 





WEEK 3: JOY  
 
 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READING 
Luke 1:46b-55 
Isaiah 35:1-10 

 



THE JOY OF THE LORD 
Written by: Pastor Brent Byerman 

 
...they will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God. Strengthen the 
feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those with fearful 
hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come…and those the Lord has 
rescued will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown 
their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will 
flee away.  

Isaiah 35: 2-4, 10 
  
The third week of Advent always focuses on the theme of “joy surrounding 
the coming of Jesus as our rescuer.”  The prophet Isaiah is bringing hope to 
the Israelites who had been in exile with the message the Lord will come to 
rescue them.   
 

The third candle of Advent is pink for joy.  It is also called the Shepherd’s 
Candle as the angels first announced the birth of Jesus to shepherds in the 
field with these words: 
 

…….., “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people.” (Luke 2:10) 
 

It seems that joy, hope, and peace go together in the Bible.  Biblical joy does 
not mean that our circumstances will always be easy.  However, knowing 
that Jesus has come and is coming again and in the meantime has sent his 
Spirit to live in us and be with us is definitely the sources of joy and peace 
and hope that surpasses all understanding.   
 

Please join me this week in asking the Lord to fill us with more joy. And yes, 
some of us may be facing some challenges in our lives that are difficult and 
discouraging.  Thus, in our daily prayers, we ask Jesus for help and strength 
through these circumstances. Let us also ask for His help not to let the 
difficulties rob us of the joy of the Lord.   
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Jesus as the joy of the Lord is our strength, we ask for your help to hold 
tightly to this joy no matter what obstacles we face this week.  Amen.   

       DAY 15: DECEMBER 11TH 



MARY’S OPTIMISM 
Written by: Lily & Emma Hoffman (8th Grade) 

 
Luke 1:46-55 is Mary’s song of praise to God.  Though Mary is poor and 
having a hard time, she focuses on all of the good things God is doing in her 
life and in the lives of all people.  We admire Mary’s optimism, love, and 
trust in God.  In these verses, Mary showed that she believes in God’s work. 
 

Have you ever gone through hard times?  When you are experiencing 
problems or hardship what do you focus on? It is easy for us to dwell on 
negative things and feel sorry for ourselves.  But like Mary showed us, we 
can be positive, focus on God’s will to take care of matters, and take care of 
us.  This kind of faith in God is not always easy to carry out.  As Christians, 
we have to believe that God will show mercy for all that seek His guidance, 
understanding and love.  When we turn our thoughts and prayers to God in 
hard times, God hears us.   
 

In Isaiah 35:1-10, God is there for us when we believe and put our trust in 
Him. This verse is talking about when God comes down from heaven, He 
will save us from all evil, and He will make everything perfect. No matter 
how tough things get, we need to continue to be faithful in God. 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Dear Lord, even when times get tough, please help remind us of Mary’s 
trust in you and that you will always show mercy to those who fear him. 
Please also remind us to always put our trust in you, and know that when 
times get rough, you will be there for us always. Amen. 

       DAY 16: DECEMBER 12TH 



WHAT IS YOUR CHRISTMAS SONG? 
(A SONG OF JOY IN THE MIDST OF UNCERTAINTY) 

Written by: Bob Blagg 
 

Luke 1:46-55 
 

This is a song that represents both praise and humility. Mary has just been 
chosen to take on a role that is of the greatest honor and privilege. Taking 
on the role of being Jesus’ earthly mother was a huge task. This song of 
praise is filled with Mary recognizing that God is the supreme ruler and that, 
though she has been chosen for such a great role, He is the one worthy to 
be praised. 
 

Throughout Mary’s song, she praises God for all that He has done for the 
nation of Israel. She points out that He has been merciful, gracious, 
protective, and has provided for them in their time of need.  
 

Mary is truly exemplifying what it means to praise God and give all the Glory 
back to Him. She is filled with an insurmountable amount of joy and is 
giving the appropriate response when God deems us lowly humans as 
worthy of doing His work. Let us emulate Mary’s response when God 
chooses to show us His love, by using us as His vessels, to accomplish His 
work. 
 

Mary serves as an example of how to handle life when it doesn't go as 
expected. With joy in her heart, she sings a song of praise! Do you have that 
joy this Christmas—are you overwhelmed by the promise of his return, or 
simply lost in the holiday? 
 

When the unexpected, even the unwelcome takes place, the question is: 
Will you believe God will take care of you? Will you praise Him in all 
situations? What song will you sing? 
 

Has something unexpected or painful happened recently? Pray and humbly 
surrender to the Lord’s plan, believing He will bless your obedient faith. 
Praise the One who provides, protects, and saves. Sing your Christmas 
song! 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Lord help us see your goodness in all things. Help us sing for joy in the 
midst of uncertainty. Amen. 

       DAY 17: DECEMBER 13TH 



JOY 
Written by: Tamie & Rob Lanigan 

 
Oh the joy of being a child during the holiday season! Do you remember a 
special advent calendar? 
 

As parents, we remember one with little chocolates and small gifts.  The 
kids couldn’t wait each day to open and find their gift.  Now we look back 
and want to replicate that enthusiastic joy. 
 

Jesus  himself told us in Matthew 18: 
 

“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes one such 
child in my name welcomes me.” 
 

How do we recapture this joy? Mary’s Magnificat found in Luke 1: 46-55 
deftly points us to gratitude for all God has blessed us with.    
 

Mary said:  
 

“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 
been mindful of the humble state of his servant. “ 
 

Mary demonstrates the same unbridled joy of a child.  We are called to 
respond with joy just as she did 2,000 years ago.  Let us continue to capture 
that as we open our door each day of Advent, with gratitude and joy for the 
greatest gift ever - the birth of our Lord and Savior. 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Heavenly Father, Our Father! Oh how our spirit and souls glorify all you do 
for us and we rejoice in being members of your family. Not through 
anything we have done to earn this honor, but only through your infinite 
mercy and grace for us. We seek to return to the unbridled joy of our youth, 
we ask for you to help us to escape those things that hold us back from 
surrendering ourselves and living in the joy only you can provide. As we 
continue through Advent, open our hearts and minds to both experiencing 
your joy and sharing your joy with those around us.  We ask you to showing 
us those that need to also need your joy. We love you and pray all these 
things in your Son’s precious and Holy Name. Amen. 

       DAY 18: DECEMBER 14TH 



JOY IN THE MIDDLE OF DESPAIR  
Written by: Kellie Johnson 

 
After I lost my dad, a part of me was gone. My life was no longer the same. 
My family, who were always so close, seemed to be falling apart little by 
little. I felt life couldn’t get any worse, and then I was diagnosed with stage 3 
ovarian cancer. Of course the first thing that went through my mind was, I 
am not going to make it through this. I was devastated. My unborn 
grandchild would not get to know me. I wouldn’t get to see my daughter get 
married and have babies of her own one day. I wouldn’t get to see my son 
be an amazing husband and father to his own family. More than anything, I 
would not be able to grow old with my husband/best friend, like we 
planned.  
 

As we all know, we cannot expect our lives to go exactly how we try to plan 
them. Yet, there is one thing that I can expect and that is the Joy that comes 
from the Lord. Even in the darkest times in our lives, the Lord is right there 
with us, cradling us in his arms every step of the way.   
 

Luke 1: 47-48 says, “How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior! For he took 
notice of his lowly servant girl, and from now on all generations will call me 
blessed.” We simply have to put our full trust in the Lord and know that his 
plans for us are better than we can ever imagine and when we surrender to 
him, we will have the most overflowing Joy that cannot be explained, but we 
know exactly where it comes from. Our Lord! 
 

He has continued to heal me every day; mentally, physically and spiritually. I 
thank him for the Joy that he has given me even in some of my darkest 
days. 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Lord, help me to always remember who is truly in control of my life. Thank 
you for the Joy you have given to me. Amen. 
 

       DAY 19: DECEMBER 15TH 



JOY 
Written by: Ken & Ruth Brown 

 
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

Luke 1:46b 
 

They will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God. 
Isaiah 35 

 

This week we have focused on the third week of Advent, Joy.  We started our 
Advent devotion with Hope, then Love, and now we are talking about the 
JOY of the coming of Jesus. 
 

Imagine the joys of Christmas morning, with all the presents under the tree, 
the turkey roasting in the oven, the smell of fresh baked cookies and 
pies.  Imagine the beauty and joy of a beautiful sunrise with the birds 
singing in the crisp fresh air.  Imagine the trill of a theme park roller coaster 
ride.  Imagine the warm sun on the beach, with the water splashing on your 
feet. The joys of life are many and we are so fortunate to be able to 
experience them. 
 

Now let’s go back to the time when Joseph and Mary were traveling to 
Jerusalem from Nazareth.  Mary was going to have a baby, who’s name 
would be Jesus.  Jesus was born in Bethlehem, in a barn where the cows 
were fed, because there were no hotel rooms.  Seems like a hard time to 
experience joy, doesn’t it?  Yet, the joy of life far exceeds any other joy 
experienced.  If you have a younger brother or sister, you know the joy 
when they were born and the first time you got to hold them.  Imagine the 
excitement for Joseph and Mary when Jesus was born.  Imagine the joy for 
the three Kings who found their way, by following the Star, to present their 
gifts to Jesus. 
 

JOY, JOY, JOY.  So many ways to experience Joy.  As you go through the day, 
stop and enjoy the beautiful world around you, giving thanks for all the 
things that bring you JOY. 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Lord, we thank you for the joys of this world and we pray that you help each 
of us experience your joy this day and always, but especially as we get 
closer to celebrating the Birth of our Savior.  In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

       DAY 20: DECEMBER 16TH 



J.O.Y. 
Written by: Taylor Toothman 

 
Several years ago, our middle school mission team took a much-needed 
lunch break in a classroom of a local church. We spent a few hours of that 
steamy July morning doing heavy yard work, and the crew was drained. Not 
surprisingly, the complaints started. Why had we volunteered for this 
tedious, exhausting project in the first place? Then a student happened to 
notice something curious written on the chalkboard: 

 

J – Jesus          O  – Others          Y  – Yourself 
 

Right there was the timely, perfect answer to a great question. Why do we 
as Christ followers do what we do? How do we keep doing it when it seems 
to be making no difference, when it’s tougher and tougher to persevere? 
 

We do it because of, and for, joy. Happiness is contingent on things going 
our way. Good luck maintaining that! But joy – the “it is well with my soul” 
kind of stuff – is grown in us as a Fruit of the Spirit of God Himself, who 
transforms us as we grow in Him (Galatians 6, Romans 12). 
 

If the J.O.Y. model is rearranged in any direction, we’ll end up self-focused 
and secretly (or not-so-secretly!) miserable. We’ll doubt God’s goodness and 
be quick to give up when something goes “wrong”. If we put God in His 
rightful place on the throne of our hearts, then grateful worship and 
emboldened service become natural results of our branch’s healthy 
connection to the Vine (John 15). Joy flies above, and gives eternal 
perspective to, our circumstances. 
 

That simple acrostic stuck with me – and those students – through many 
times of hardship. If you lack “joy unspeakable” and “joy like a fountain,” 
check your priorities. C.S. Lewis said, “If you want to get warm you must 
stand near the fire: if you want to be wet you must get into the water. If you 
want joy, power, peace, eternal life, you must get close to, or even into, the 
thing that has them.” “The joy of the Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 8). 
 
Today’s Prayer:  
 

Lord, help us to put You first, put Others before ourselves, and see that only 
“in Your presence is fullness of joy” (Psalm 16). All for Your glory and our 
good. Amen. 

       DAY 21: DECEMBER 17TH 

Illustrations by Margot Newton, Bradley Riopelle, and Hadley Geoghegan  
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WEEK 4: PEACE  
 
 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE READING 
Matthew 1:18-25 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
 



THE ANGEL APPEARS TO MARY 
Written by: Pastor Brent Byerman 

 
For me, the “why” questions usually come out of my mouth when I am 
frustrated.   Maybe I ask “why”  because I don’t understand why people do 
certain things.  Or maybe the “why” is because people can’t seem to 
disagree without angry words.  Or maybe my “why” is questioning how 
people drive on 275. 
 

My wife, Mary, shares that when I get going with frustrated “why” questions 
she would rather just walk away because our conversation at that point is 
going downhill. People from time to time ask me “why” God did something 
in a certain way or in a certain timing. My answer is the Creator of the 
universe simply does not need to explain  to me or anyone else of his 
creation the why, the how, or the timing of his actions.   
 

In a dream to Joseph,  God  did not explain the “why” but  instead simply 
directed him in faith to obey. Soon Christians all over the world will 
celebrate that, in the His perfect timing , God chose to come into the world 
in the form of  a baby boy, born to a virgin named Mary, who was betrothed 
to carpenter named Joseph.  The Creator chose for  this birth to take place 
in the small town of Bethlehem.  The angel told Mary and then Joseph that 
the baby’s name will be Jesus because he will save his people from their 
sins.  
 

Therefore, on this 4th Sunday of Advent, would you join me in our daily 
prayers leading up to Christmas Day laying all our frustrated “why” 
questions at the foot the manger.  Let us simply replace the “whys” with this 
prayer:  
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Lord, thank you for Jesus.  Help me trust you, your word, your ways, your 
promises and your timing more and more because I know you are a good, 
good God!  Amen. 

       DAY 23: DECEMBER 18TH 



This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 

to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins. 

 

Matthew 1: 18-21 

Illustration by Payton Lee 



THE PROPHECY OF THE MESSIAH 
Written by: Kirsten Johnson & Kaleb Kinney 

 
And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.” All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through 
his prophet: “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, 

and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’’ 
 

Matthew 1:21-23 (NLT) 
 
All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will 
conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which 
means ‘God is with us’).  

Isaiah 7:14 (NLT) 
 

How does this relate to Advent? 
 

Advent is a time for those of Christian faith to celebrate the anticipation of 
Jesus Christ’s coming. Advent also shows our longing for a Savior and for 
forgiveness. The above verses, tell of the prophecy of the Messiah. Isaiah 
tells us that God will give us a sign, a virgin who will give birth to a child who 
will be named Immanuel, which means God is with us. This is a great 
scripture for Advent as it gives us hope that God will be here with us in the 
flesh, not just in spirit.  
 

It also gives us peace, as Messiah means “the promised anointed one” or, in 
other words, “Savior”. In Matthew, the angel reassured Joseph that Mary 
conceived a child by the Spirit. It is interesting how in Matthew 1:23, it also 
brings to light the meaning of Immanuel. This shows the true significance of 
Christ’s coming. This gives us the peace we so desperately long for as the 
angel says that Jesus “will save his people from their sins.”  
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Lord, thank you for these scriptures, these truths that you have given us. In 
this time of Advent, help open the eyes of our hearts and not take for 
granted the greatest gift we could ever receive, the gift of salvation. We love 
you Lord. In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen! 

       DAY 24: DECEMBER 19TH 



THE PERFECT FIT 
Written by: Sue Napier 

 
Recently, my daughter gave birth to a beautiful baby girl.  At her baby 
shower, she announced that the baby’s name would be Penelope 
Rose.  Imagine my surprise several weeks later when she was in the delivery 
room and told the nurse that she hadn’t decided on a name – yet.  Even 
after she was born, she was uncertain.  Finally, as they left the hospital, my 
daughter held her adorable daughter in her arms and, with all the love a 
mother could give, looked at me with shining eyes and softly said, “Her 
name is Ruby Rose.”  It fit.  It was perfect. 
 

Over 700 years before the birth of Jesus, Isaiah prophesied to King Ahaz 
that “a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.”  (Isaiah 7:14). His name was chosen for him by his heavenly 
father hundreds of years before his birth. Hundreds of years later, an angel 
appeared to Mary and shared the astonishing news that not only would she 
become pregnant without ever knowing a man, but that she would “give 
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.  He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High.”  (Luke 1:31-32). 
 

Mary and Joseph never questioned the name chosen by God for their 
son.  There was no argument, no discussion, and no uncertainty.  The name 
was the name given to him by his heavenly father.  And even thousands of 
years later, we can all look at this child of God and say, “It fits.  It’s perfect.” 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for reminding us that you are in control and 
know what is happening now and in the future.  We know that we are safe 
in your hands. Amen. 

       DAY 25: DECEMBER 20TH 



GOD’S CHRISTMAS PROPHESY 
Written by: Kim & Bruce Delk 

 
In the seventh chapter of Isaiah, the Lord God spoke directly to King Ahaz of 
Judah, saying, “Ask for a sign of the Lord thy God and ask it either in the 
depth or in the height above.”   
 

Wow! God had just said that the plans of King Ahaz’s enemies would fail; “It 
shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass,” and that King Ahaz was to 
now ask for a sign from the unimaginable fullness of God’s own unlimited 
resources and it mattered not the depth or the height of his request. 
 

One would think that he would be grateful for God’s turning of his enemies 
away, but Ahaz wasn’t. He refused to ask, not because he wanted to appear 
righteous or even respectful, but because he really, just didn’t care what the 
Lord God would say. Again, wow! 
 

So, the Lord God in all His Goodness and Mercy, presented him a sign 
anyway; “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son and shall call his 
name Immanuel,” which interpreted is, “God with us.” 
 

God gave to Ahaz and to all of us the greatest gift, a promise of hope in a 
Saviour called “Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and 
Prince of Peace.” 
 

What a Christmas gift of hope and peace we all were given, not because we 
are humble or deserving either, but because He gave us all what we don’t 
deserve, a Saviour, Jesus the King of kings, and Lord of lords. 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Father Lord God, thank you, thank you in this Christmas time for Your 
enduring presence, thank You for Your forbearance, and thank You for Your 
Hope and Peace and Your gift of a Savior. Forgive us when we fail to be 
what we should for we ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

       DAY 26: DECEMBER 21ST 



HE IS COMING 
Written by: James Nereim 

 
 Say to those with fearful hearts, 
    “Be strong, and do not fear, 

for your God is coming to destroy your enemies. 
    He is coming to save you.” 

And when he comes, he will open the eyes of the blind 
    and unplug the ears of the deaf. 

The lame will leap like a deer, 
    and those who cannot speak will sing for joy! 

 

Isaiah 35:4-6 
 

In the world we live in, fear abounds. It is hard to go one day without feeling 
worried or anxious about the challenges we have to face. The funny thing 
about fear is that it has a way of revealing the things we feel we need the 
most. The things we tend to put our trust in. So our fears stem from a 
concern about whether or not we will have that need met. 
 

For me, I have always been fearful about engaging with people in the 
community. For much of my younger years, I was obsessed with the idea of 
getting a best friend. Someone who would stick with me through thick and 
thin. Who had my back as I had theirs. The trouble was, I never had a 
relationship like that. And it filled me with worry. I began to wonder if I was 
unlovable. Fear manifested itself within an area of my life where I had the 
greatest fear.  
 

But God in His word tells us not to fear. To be strong, because God is 
coming. You see, fear fills us in areas of our lives where we lack certainty. 
Things we can’t control, and desperately desire. Fear creeps in and causes 
us to worry. But God tells us to be strong in the face of that fear because He 
is coming. The certainty we see in God fills the gaps of our uncertainty. God 
is trustworthy and faithful. He will wipe away our fears and anxieties when 
we walk with Him. Where the presence of the Lord is, there is freedom from 
fear. And there is joy in the certainty of His coming. 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Pray today that God would step into the areas of your worry in life and offer 
freedom from your concerns. Trust in Him to strengthen and sustain you 
through the trails in front of you. Amen. 

       DAY 27: DECEMBER 22ND 



Illustration by Zoey Lee and Kennedy Cooper 



GOD WITH US 
Written by: De & Richard Finney 

 
A young, teenage girl who has been waiting her whole life for a promised 
Messiah, is told that not only is that Messiah on His way, but that she is the 
vessel God has chosen to use to bring that about. To be the fulfillment of 
God’s prophesy (Isaiah 7:14).  Not the best circumstance to encourage 
peace, certainly!  
 

Another young, teenage girl lives in Florida anticipating a hurricane that 
could destroy all she knows. Very different circumstances, yes, but again, 
not one that encourages feelings of peace.  
 

And yet, that peace, that sense of calm that can only be found in the eye of 
the storm, just when we need it most, is exactly what Christ offers. Exactly 
what gives us the strength to persevere when we face life’s inevitable trials. 
That peace that “surpasses all understanding” and doesn’t make sense to 
the world. (Philippians 4:7) 
 

As Isaiah prophesied so long ago, we have the promise that, through 
Immanuel, Christ the Messiah, God is with us. No matter what we face, what  
trials we must endure, He offers us His peace. 
 

For many, this year has been a year of trials, a year of loss, a year of 
loneliness. But just as the angel promised Mary and Joseph all those years 
ago, we are not alone. In the midst of the pain, the struggle, and the 
heartache, we have the knowledge that we are not alone - an unwavering 
peace that Christ will never leave us (Deuteronomy 31:6). God is with us. 
Immanuel. 
 

“Peace does not dwell in outward things, but in the heart prepared to wait 
trustfully and quietly on Him who has all things safely in His hands.” 

 

Elisabeth Elliott 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Jesus, Immanuel, we are so grateful for the peace we have in being yours. 
Knowing that we can rest in you. That we are safely in your hands. Thank 
you for granting us the gift of your presence today, and every day. Amen. 

       DAY 28: DECEMBER 23RD 





 
 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Luke 2:1-14 
Isaiah 9:2-7 

 



And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 
the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 

Luke 2:8-12 



CHRISTMAS EVE 
Written by: Pastor Brent Byerman 

 
The angel shares with the Shepherds that the birth of Jesus is good news 
and great joy for ALL the people. Hear it again - it is good news for ALL 
people.  Who are the main characters in the Christmas story? 
 

 Mary - a very young woman, unmarried, who became pregnant. 

 Joseph - a carpenter betrothed to Mary who was concerned about 
being embarrassed.  

 Elizabeth - Mary’s cousin who was barren and who is now pregnant 
with a song, John, in her “old age.” 

 Three Kings from the East - Rich folks who were not Jewish yet were led 
by a star from a foreign country to baby Jesus 

 Shepherds - workers who could not make it to the synagogue for 
worship because of their work hours and work location and thus were 
not considered religious.   

So on this special night, if for any reason you are feeling alone, or unloved, 
or facing a hard challenge; or a faith crisis; or feel like you are on the 
outside looking in; remember that a young, unmarried girl, a humble 
carpenter, a barren older woman, some foreign non-Jewish kings, and some 
shepherds (who seldom made it to church) were all part of and included in 
the good news. As the angel announced, it was for ALL the people.    
 

Hear it again - it is good news for ALL people. That means you, too!!!!! 
 
Today’s Prayer: 
 

Father, how do we say thanks to you, who loved the world so much that you 
sent your only Son in spite of our unworthiness, our weakness, and our sin? 
On this eve as we once again celebrate the birthday of Jesus, we praise you 
Lord for being a GOOD, GOOD God who is good all the time! Amen. 

       DAY 29: DECEMBER 24TH 
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